Schools League Championship Quarter-Final Match Report
Urlingford N.S. vs Graigue/Skeough — James’ Park, Kilkenny
Played in heavy conditions at James’ Park, this Schools League Championship quarter-final proved to be a gripping contest from start to finish. Urlingford won the toss and chose to play with the breeze in the opening half, a decision that paid early dividends. Both sides began at a lively pace, exchanging sharp passing moves, though the difficult surface made scores hard to come by.
Just before the ten-minute mark, Eoin Gibbons fired home the game’s opening goal from a well-struck free and quickly added another point from play. Graigue/Skeough responded impressively, clipping over two scores of their own during a strong seven-minute spell. However, the Urlingford defence held firm throughout the half. Conal Lyng, Dara Hickey and David Maev produced a series of tenacious tackles and clearances, breaking up attacks and launching counter-moves.
Approaching the interval, Will Bergin landed two superb long-range points to give U.N.S a deserved 1-4 to 0-2 lead at half-time.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The second half mirrored the first in intensity. Paudie Power and Cian Doyle battled fiercely in the inside line, winning vital possession and earning frees that Gibbons and Bergin converted with confidence. With momentum behind them, Urlingford pushed on, driven by excellent work on the right wing from Padraig Bourke and Oisín Sweetman.
Graigue/Skeough, to their credit, refused to fade and staged a late surge, hitting 1-1 without reply to narrow the gap. Under mounting pressure, goalkeeper Alex Cashin produced several outstanding saves to keep Urlingford ahead.
The decisive moment came in the closing minutes when Paudie Power latched onto a Lyng delivery and rifled the ball into the roof of the net. A stylish point from Doyle sealed the result, as U.N.S ran out 2-10 to 1-3 winners.
They now look forward to a Roinn B county semi-final showdown with Piltown.

