Tommy O Brien Cup Semi Final Vs Ballyhale Shamrocks 

Urlingford booked their place in the Tommy O'Brien Cup Final with an impressive victory over Ballyhale in Conahy on Monday. Played on a pitch that was in immaculate condition and excellently officiated by Eamon Mansfield, the game saw Urlingford overcome a traditionally strong Ballyhale side, a senior club renowned for its outstanding hurling heritage in Kilkenny.
The opening exchanges were cagey, with Urlingford taking time to settle. However, after ten minutes they began to find their rhythm, with scores from Paudie Power, Padraig Bourke, Rian Lawlor, Cian Doyle and Eoin Gibbons helping them establish a 0-7 to 0-2 lead. Will Bergin then burst through the heart of the Ballyhale defence and unselfishly laid the ball off to Power, who finished neatly to the net. Conal Lyng added two fine points before the break, and just before half-time Bergin's blocked effort fell kindly to Power, who rifled home his second goal to leave Urlingford leading 2-9 to 0-2 at the interval.
Urlingford showed no signs of easing up after the restart. Power continued his outstanding display, adding further points from placed balls before completing his hat-trick to finish with a remarkable 3-8. Eoin Gibbons and Padraig Bourke also added scores as Urlingford maintained control throughout.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The defence, marshalled superbly by David Maev, Dara Hickey and Robbie Quinlan, provided a rock-solid foundation throughout and limited Ballyhale to just three points. Tommy Moore added Urlingford's fourth goal when he latched onto a clever pass from Barry Joyce and finished emphatically to the net. The management team also took the opportunity to introduce plenty of youth and fresh legs, with Sarah Harrington impressing on her first start, while league quarter-final heroes Aoibhinn Manton and Laura Minogue once again looked lively in attack. Manton was rewarded for her efforts with an excellent point. Rae Choe, David Green, Johnny Bennett, Dylan Carthy, Donnagh Healy and Cillian Tobin were also introduced and all made positive contributions as Urlingford emptied the bench. The strength in depth on display will certainly give management plenty to think about ahead of the final. Urlingford now advance to face either Kilkenny CBS or Tullaroan in the Tommy O'Brien Cup Final, where they will be determined to avenge last year's defeat.

