Urlingford vs Dunnamagin Tommy O Brien Cup Match Report

Urlingford got their championship campaign off to the perfect start with a hard-fought
1-9 to 2-4 victory over Dunnamaggin in a fiercely contested encounter played in
immaculate conditions and under a strong swirling wind. Having narrowly lost last
year’s final to Tullaroan, Urlingford were eager to make an early statement, while
Dunnamaggin arrived full of confidence after defeating them in the Country Cup
football competition earlier in the year.

Winning the toss proved important as Urlingford elected to play with the aid of the
breeze in the opening half. The game exploded into life with huge intensity, heavy
tackles and relentless work rate from both sides. Urlingford settled quickest and
surged into a five-point lead thanks to scores from Will Bergin, Dara Hickey, Paidi
Power and Cian Doyle.

Despite creating numerous chances, Urlingford struggled at times with shooting
efficiency. Conal Lyng came agonisingly close to goal on two occasions, rattling the
post, but the Dunnamaggin goalkeeper — nephew of Kilkenny great David Herity —
produced a series of sharp saves and looked extremely assured throughout.

At the back, Urlingford were immense. Sixth class trio Robbie Quinlan, Dara Hickey
and Jayden Elfehli impressed greatly, with Elfehli adapting brilliantly to a new role at
wing-back. Niall Rothwell and Oisin Sweetman defended tirelessly, repeatedly
winning possession and launching attacks. However, just before half-time,
Dunnamaggin struck a major blow when their midfielder blasted a free to the top
corner, leaving only two points between the sides at the break.

Dunnamaggin started the second half strongly, but Urlingford responded through Eoin
Gibbons, who dominated midfield, and a superb Bergin free. The defining moment
arrived when Elfehli delivered a brilliant ball into Tom Hickey’s corner. Bergin
reacted quickest, burst through a tackle and fired an unstoppable finish from a tight
angle to the net.

Dunnamaggin refused to go away and late drama followed when a loose ball was
bundled over the line to leave just a point between the teams. Urlingford held their
nerve, however, as Gibbons won a crucial free which Bergin converted. In the closing
moments, Dara Hickey and the outstanding Padraig Bourke broke up the final attack
before the whistle sparked huge celebrations as Urlingford advanced to the quarter-
final.



